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FINAL DETERMINATION 

(Public Version) 
The Copyright Royalty Judges (Judges) hereby issue their written determination of 

royalty rates and terms to apply from January 1, 2021, through December 31, 2025, to digital 
performance of sound recordings over the Internet by nonexempt, noninteractive transmission 
services and to the making of ephemeral recordings to facilitate those performances.   

The rate for commercial subscription services in 2021 is $0.0026 per performance.  The 
rate for commercial nonsubscription services in 2021 is $0.0021 per performance.  The rates for 
the period 2022 through 2025 for both subscription and nonsubscription services shall be 
adjusted to reflect the increases or decreases, if any, in the general price level, as measured by 
the change in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (U.S. City Average, all items) 
(CPI-U) from that published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) in November 2020, as set 
forth in the regulations adopted by this determination. 

The rates for noncommercial webcasters are:  $1000 annually for each station or channel 
for all webcast transmissions totaling not more than 159,140 Aggregate Tuning Hours (ATH) in 
a month, for each year in the rate term.  In addition, if, in any month, a noncommercial webcaster 
makes total transmissions in excess of 159,140 ATH on any individual channel or station, the 
noncommercial webcaster shall pay per-performance royalty fees for the transmissions it makes 
on that channel or station in excess of 159,140 ATH at the rate of $0.0021 per performance in 
2021.  The rates for transmissions over 159,140 ATH per month for the period 2022 through 
2025 shall be adjusted to reflect the increases or decreases, if any, in the general price level, as 
measured by the changes in the CPI-U from that published by BLS in November 2020, as set 
forth in the regulations adopted by this determination. 

The Judges also determine herein details relating to the rates for each category of 
webcasting service, such as minimum fee and administrative terms, in the following analysis.  
“Exhibit A” to this determination contains the regulatory language codifying the terms of the 
Judges’ determination. 
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